
How to make a little fabric birdie
This little birdie will take around an hour to make. Lightweight cotton fabric will suit him best,  
especially small prints. Try making the tail in a contrasting fabric if you’d like something a more exotic!

Materials
● 18x22cm cotton fabric
● Lightweight interfacing
● Matching sewing thread
● Embroidery thread
● Toy stuffing
● Paperclips (for legs)
● Superglue (optional)

Cut out the pieces
1. Iron the interfacing on to the  
back of your fabric.
2. Cut out two bird body shapes.  
Remember to flip the template for  
one of these if your fabric has an  
obvious front and back. Cut  
one tail shape.

Assemble your birdie
3. Add the little tail piece first. Take one body piece and position one long side of the tail against it, 
right sides together. Use the dots on the body template to guide you. Stitch the tail and body together 
using a 5mm seam allowance. Attach the tail to the other side of the body in the same way.
4. Starting at the narrow point of the tail, join the two body pieces together. Work around the head and 
beak and keep stitching until you are around 3cm from the point of the body. Stop here to leave a hole 
for stuffing. 
5. To shape the tail, flatten the tail piece against the ends of the two body pieces and stitch across the 
layers in a curve. 
6. Snip little slits into the seam allowance all the way around the body and tail, being careful not to cut 
into your stitches. Turn your birdie right side out through the opening under the tail. A knitting needle 
is handy for easing out the tiny beak shape.
7. Stuff with wisps of toy stuffing, pushing them right up into the head and beak. Keep adding stuffing 
until the body is very firm. Close the opening with tiny stitches and finish the thread securely.

Adding the finishing touches
8. Define the tail with lines of stitching. Use a matching embroidery thread to make a running stitch 
through all the layers of the tail and pull the thread tight. Three rows of running stitches look good.
9. Use coloured paper clips to make the legs. Straighten up one clip for each leg, then bend to make 
a little heart-shaped foot. Poke the clips into the body. If you would like them to be extra secure, add a 
tiny drop of superglue where the clip enters the body. 
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TAIL  
Cut 1

BIRD BODY
Cut 2 (flip for 1)


